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Climate change is 

the foremost 

global 

environmental 

issue and already 

biodiversity is 

being affected by 

its impacts. There 

are a range of 

measures that are 

proposed or are being taken to mitigate climate 

change, as well as to adapt to its impacts. This 

book reviews these actions for agriculture, 

forestry, energy, built environment, river and 

coastal flood management, tourism and leisure, 

health and conservation and examines whether 

or not they are positive for biodiversity. It shows 

that the outcomes of the various measures 

often depends on how they are implemented or 

the habitat or taxa under consideration. It 

concludes that there are some possible actions 

that could adversely affect biodiversity, but that 

there are also a number which, if properly 

implemented, could contribute to mitigation, 

adaptation and enhance biodiversity. These 

triple win situations are ones that should be 

promoted in order to maximise the cost-

effectiveness and environmental benefits of 

action on climate change.

This book is an outcome of a research project 

on minimising the impacts of climate change 

on biodiversity and exploring adaptation 

options (MACIS). It was undertaken by an 

international team of scientists working at 

University research institutes and was  funded 

by the European Commission. It will be of 

interest to conservationists engaged in dealing 

with climate change and policy making, ecolo-

gists, biogeographers and interested members 

of the public concerned about how to address 

climate change and safeguard biodiversity.
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